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This publication contains general guidance only and should not be relied upon as
a substitute for appropriate technical expertise. Although reasonable precautions
have been taken to verify the information contained in this publication as of the
date of publication, it is being distributed without warranty of any kind, either
express or implied. This document has been prepared with the input of various
International Council on Mining and Metals (“ICMM”) members and other parties.
However, the responsibility for its adoption and application rests solely with each
individual member company. At no stage does ICMM or any individual company
accept responsibility for the failures or liabilities of any other member company,
and expressly disclaims the same. Each ICMM member company is responsible
for determining and implementing management practices at its facility, and
ICMM expressly disclaims any responsibility related to determination or
implementation of any management practice. Moreover, although ICMM and its
members are committed to an aspirational goal of zero fatalities at any mine site
or facility, mining is an inherently hazardous industry, and this goal unfortunately
has yet to be achieved.
In no event shall ICMM (including its officers, directors, and affiliates, as well as
its contributors, reviewers, or editors to this publication) be liable for damages or
losses of any kind, however arising, from the use of or reliance on this document,
or implementation of any plan, policy, guidance, or decision, or the like, based
on this general guidance. ICMM, its officers, and its directors expressly disclaim
any liability of any nature whatsoever, whether under equity, common law, tort,
contract, estoppel, negligence, strict liability, or any other theory, for any direct,
incidental, special, punitive, consequential, or indirect damages arising from
or related to the use of or reliance on this document. The responsibility for the
interpretation and use of this publication lies with the user (who should not
assume that it is error-free or that it will be suitable for the user’s purpose)
and ICMM. ICMM’s officers and directors assume no responsibility whatsoever
for errors or omissions in this publication or in other source materials that are
referenced by this publication, and expressly disclaim the same.
Except where explicitly stated otherwise, the views expressed do not necessarily
represent the decisions or the stated policy of ICMM, its officers, or its directors,
and this document does not constitute a position statement or other mandatory
commitment that members of ICMM are obliged to adopt.
ICMM, its officers, and its directors are not responsible for, and make no
representation(s) about, the content or reliability of linked websites, and linking
should not be taken as endorsement of any kind. We have no control over the
availability of linked pages and accept no responsibility for them.
The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this
publication do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part
of ICMM, its officers, or its directors concerning the legal status of any country,
territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning delimitation of any
frontiers or boundaries. In addition, the mention of specific entities, individuals,
source materials, trade names, or commercial processes in this publication does
not constitute endorsement by ICMM, its officers, or its directors.
This disclaimer should be construed in accordance with the laws of England.
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ICMM company members recognise the tensions that exist around access to, and
competing uses of, land. In this position statement ICMM addresses the importance
of biodiversity conservation, the need for properly designated and managed systems
of protected areas and integrated approaches to land use planning.

Relationship between the ICMM Mining Principles
and Position Statements
All ICMM company members are expected to implement the ICMM Mining Principles
as a condition of membership. Incorporating comprehensive environmental, social and
governance requirements, robust site-level validation of performance expectations
and credible assurance of corporate sustainability reports, ICMM’s Mining Principles
seek to maximise benefits to host communities and minimise negative impacts to
effectively manage societal challenges.
ICMM principles of particular relevance to mining and protected areas are:
• Principle 6: Pursue continual improvement in environmental performance issues,
such as water stewardship, energy use and climate change.
• Principle 7: Contribute to the conservation of biodiversity and integrated
approaches to land-use planning.
Since 2003, Position Statements have been developed to clearly articulate member
commitments on a number of critical industry challenges. Position Statements are
endorsed by the ICMM Council and include specific commitments that members
must implement, alongside the Performance Expectations.
This position statement sets out ICMM company members’ approaches to mining and
protected areas, not to explore or mine in World Heritage properties and to working
with the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) to address application
issues and to strengthen the IUCN system of protected areas categorisation.
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ICMM members recognise:
• That member companies have made considerable progress in reducing the
environmental and biodiversity impacts of their operations and many have
become leaders in the development and application of state of the art land
rehabilitation and ecosystem restoration techniques. Today, other avenues are
being actively pursued to enhance contributions to biodiversity conservation,
including assessments and conservation of unique flora and fauna, research and
development and supporting protected area site management programmes.
• The role of properly designated and managed protected areas in in-situ
conservation strategies. Comprehensive and representative lists of various types
of designated protected areas are important to ensure that ecosystems, habitats
and species are protected from damage and loss, particularly those which are
remarkable in terms of richness, rarity, sensitivity and are relatively unmodified
by human influence.
• In some cases, exploration and mining development may be incompatible with the
objectives for which areas are designated for protection, even after all technically
and economically feasible steps to reduce adverse impacts have been considered.
• National and global systems for the evaluation, designation, classification and
management of areas listed for protection are needed to ensure consistency
of approach to land access decisions. Such systems should be transparent,
rigorous, based on scientific and cultural understanding, backed by legal
controls, and should contribute to the equitable resolution of different land-use,
conservation and development objectives.
• An understanding of the mineral development potential of areas proposed
for listing for protection, including World Heritage properties, as well as the
availability of clean mining and processing technologies should be some of the
factors considered in assessments and related decision-making processes.
• The decisions taken over the evaluation, designation, management and
modifications of protected areas should also be based on the principles of
sustainable development and take into account the opinions of and consequences
for local communities, including indigenous peoples, and the regions involved.
Development opportunities, if forgone, should be addressed by alternative plans
for poverty alleviation and social development.
• Of the existing international systems of protected area designation only that of
the World Heritage Convention and its Operational Guidelines currently meet all
of these requirements sufficiently for ICMM member companies to recognise
existing World Heritage properties as ‘No-go’ areas.
• While companies will seek to implement the commitments outlined in this
position statement, they cannot be responsible for the actions of external
parties (such as illegal miners) that might undermine their mitigation or
conservation efforts.
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In addition to existing commitments under the ICMM Mining Principles,
ICMM company members commit to:
1. Respect legally designated protected areas and ensure that any new operations
or changes to existing operations are not incompatible with the value for which
they were designated.
2. Not explore or mine in World Heritage properties. All possible steps will be taken
to ensure that existing operations in World Heritage properties as well
as existing and future operations adjacent to World Heritage properties are
not incompatible with the outstanding universal value for which these properties
are listed and do not put the integrity of these properties at risk.
3. To ensure that potential adverse impacts on biodiversity from new operations or
changes to existing operations are adequately addressed throughout the project
cycle and that the mitigation hierarchy is applied.
4. Through ICMM, work with IUCN, governments, intergovernmental organisations,
development and conservation NGOs and others to develop transparent, inclusive,
informed and equitable decision-making processes and assessment tools that
better integrate biodiversity conservation, protected areas and mining into landuse planning and management strategies, including ‘No-go’ areas.
5. Through ICMM, work with IUCN and others in developing best practice guidance
to enhance industry’s contribution to biodiversity conservation.
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ICMM is an international organisation
dedicated to a safe, fair, and sustainable
mining and metals industry. Bringing
together 27 companies – and 36 regional,
national, and commodities associations
– we support mining with principles to
sustainably manage the natural resources
of our planet, and enhance the wellbeing
of local communities.

35/38 Portman Sq.
London W1H 6LR
United Kingdom
+44 (0) 20 7467 5070
info@icmm.com
www.icmm.com
Follow us:
@ICMM_com
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